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Antoine Catala. 
"Flat Sitcom: 
2017. 
two-channel 
video. color , 
sound. edit ion of 
3+2AP . 
dimensions 
variable. 
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LEFT: Antoine Catala. "Everything is Okay (ground) : 2017. 
latex. wood. foam. pump. edition of 3 + 2AP. 

58 x 36 in. / 147.32 x 91.44 cm. 

RIGHT: Antoine Catala · sanda id (Desert) : 2017. 
latex. wood, focm . pump. edition of 3 + 2AP. 

58 x 36 in. / 147.32 x 91.44 cm . 

LEFT: 
Antoine Catala. 
·1 om here for you 
(I-shirt)." 2017. 
silicone rubber, 
coaled focm , resin 
coaled focm. 
pneumatic. 
edition of 3 + 2AP, 
10 X 34 X 31 in./ 
25.40 X 86.36 X 

78.74cm . 

Antoine Catala's Loaded Emojis at Marlborough Contemporary 
"Everything is Okay: Season 2," an 
exhibition of socia l media-inspir ed work by 
the French artist Antoin e Cat al a, is on 
view at Marlborough Contemporary in 
London through October 13. 

"Text messages allow us to 
communicate as quickly as we spea k ," the 
gallery says. "They enabl e multiple 
conversations at once, br idge geogra ph ica l 
distance, and fit aro und our modern, 
fragment ed lives, reflecting our easily 
distracted minds. Catala explores how 
this minimal version of interp erso nal 
communication can lead to 
mi su nd ersta ndin g, and in a tim e lapse 

between messa ges, discomfort can eas ily 
grow. Thi s is where emojis come in -
symbo ls to diffu se t ension an d state the 
inte nded 'mood' of the message as a 
subst itu t ion of vocal intonatio n ." 

"The show h as the feel of a haunt ed 
hou se, dr iven by a loop of videos and songs 
as an opera in multiple acts ," in the 
descr iption of the ga llery. "It is centred 
around a narrative and transforms the 
ga llery space into an un ca nny domestic 
se tting. " 

The ga llery says that Catala is 
influenced by th e media theori st Marshall 
McLuhan , who, long before the internet 

emerged, predicted the h azards of mass 
commun icat ion taken to its extre me end s. 
McLuhan warned of th e "ma nipulatio n of 
our senses for the benefit of pri vate bodies" 
and propaganda in the electronic age 
could profound ly alt er people's 
perspectives in unh ea lthy ways - as in 
the rise of 'Fake News' currently infecting 
the global politica l scene. "In his works , 
Cata la reflects how communication is 
almost ent ir ely corporation dri ven and is 
shaped an d owned by the platform s we 
use. Hence , emojis become a refuge for 
individualism, " th e ga llery says. 

www.marlboroughcontemporary.com 

BLOUINARTINFO.COM •T ~ BW "018 MODERN PAINTERS 119 

https://BLOUINARTINFO.COM
www.marlboroughcontemporary.com

	blouin cover
	catala copy

